
Working Definitions
Cumulative impacts

… means exposures, public health or environmental effects 
from the combined emissions and discharges in a 
geographic area, including environmental pollution from 
all sources, whether single or multi-media, routinely, 
accidentally, or otherwise released. Impacts will take 
into account sensitive populations and socio-economic 
factors, where applicable and to the extent data are 
available. 

Precautionary approach
… means taking anticipatory action to protect public health 

or the environment if a reasonable threat of serious 
harm exists based upon the best available science and 
other relevant information, even if absolute and 
undisputed scientific evidence is not available to assess 
the exact nature and extent of risk. 


